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"WE want to be protected from human trafficking" 
Voice of Viet Nam - Hanoi,Vietnam 
During the three-day forum, participants drafted messages and recommendations 
on the fight against child trafficking and early child labour which will 
be sent to the Government... 
<http://www.vov.org.vn/2004_08_26/english/xahoi2.htm>
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"I wish that children who were trafficked across the border can return to their homes and go to school again," V.T.D – a victim of trafficking - told VOVNews in tears at a children forum in Hanoi from August 23-25.

V.T.D, 13, was born into a large and poor family in a mountainous commune in northern Bac Giang province. Unlike many other girls of the same age, her hard life stopped her from going to school. She had to work for a bakery shop owned by a woman in Bac Giang to earn a living. The woman deceived her by adopting her and then selling her to a restaurant in China for 6,000 yuans. Seven months later, the restaurant owner forced her to work as a bar girl and to serve brothel patrons. One day, V.T.D fled away from the restaurant into a forest and was raped by four men. She was afraid of meeting people but determined to return home. She rushed to a Vietnam-China bordergate and telephoned her mother to get her home.

V.T.D was one of many similar cases VOVNews met at the forum which was organised by the Vietnam Communist Youth Union, Save the Children UK (SCUK), the International Labour Organisation (ILO), the International Organisation for Migration (IOM), the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the United Nations Inter-Agency Project Against Human Trafficking (UNIAP).

During the past years, the Party and State have given priority to caring for, protecting and educating Vietnamese children so that they live in a healthy and safe environment. However, the number of orphans, street children and law violators is increasing. The number of children forced into the sex trade and child labour abuse has increased considerably in recent years. Most of them were born into poor families or easily deceived by bad elements.

According to the Ministry of Public Security, more than 1,750 women and children in 16 cities and provinces across the country were trafficked abroad during the past two years. The problem has caused a headache to all sections of society.

C.T.H was one of the lucky victims to find her way home after spending years living a hard and shameful life in China. She was deceived into going to China when she was a sixth grader. One of her sister’s friends tricked her and sold her to a 30-year-old Chinese man in Bang Tuong to get married. After giving birth to a baby girl several years later, she asked her husband for permission to return and visit her relatives in Vietnam. The husband accepted.

"I hope criminals will be strictly punished to protect the legitimate rights of people like me", said C.T.H.

The forum aimed to enhance Vietnamese children’s rights and make them become central characters in the fight against human trafficking. Nearly 160 children aged 12-17, representing various regions and areas of Vietnam, expressed their viewpoints and aspirations to policy makers to help them build proper policies in the future.

Organisers agreed that all efforts should be made to create the best conditions for child victims to re-integrate into the community after returning home. They said, in addition to enhanced dissemination of information, a closer co-ordination between localities of those victims and relevant agencies is an important factor in rehabilitating victims and stabilising their lives.

Many street children expressed their concerns about taking them back from big cities to their homes. Hoang The Lien, Deputy Minister of Justice affirmed that the Party and State want to protect street children’s rights to return to their localities to continue to study and enjoy their childhood. If the situation is not dealt with immediately, Mr Lien said, street children will continue to be deceived for trafficking and their lives will not improve.

Some street children wondered how they could continue their studies in regular classes after being absent for some time and attending evening compassionate classes.

Dang Huynh Mai, Deputy Minister of Education and Training, affirmed that there is no point in barring such children from attending regular classes again.

She said her ministry will co-operate with cities and provinces to organise more compassionate classes to help poor children enjoy the right to go to school.

During the three-day forum, participants drafted messages and recommendations on the fight against child trafficking and early child labour which will be sent to the Government. The recommendations called on relevant agencies at all levels to cope with the problem and consider action programmes based on the children’s viewpoints.

In the messages, children expressed their desire to speak, be listened to and have their views respected. They said they wanted to be protected from human trafficking, have the right to live in a happy environment without poverty and be able to go to school.

The messages and recommendations will be introduced at a Mekong sub-region children forum to be held in Bangkok from October 10-16.

  
	

	
	
	


